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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COLOMBO 0609 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CE 

SUBJECT: EXPECTED DEPARTURE OF COMMUNISTS FROM GOVERNMENT 

REF: COLOMBO 0594 

1 . COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE MET FEBRUARY 16 TO DECIDE 
WHETHER OR NOT TO WITHDRAW FROM GOVERNING UNITED FRONT (UF). 

ALTHOUGH NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE, IT SEEMS LIKELY 
THAT DECISION WAS TO WITHDRAW. PARTY STATEMENT MAY BE 
ISSUED SATURDAY. UNLESS PM AND HER SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY 
(SLFP) WOO CP BACK (AND WE SEE NO SIGN THAT THEY ARE TRYING 
VERY HARD), END OF UF IS NEAR AT HAND. 

2. INDICATIONS NOW ARE THAT CP MAY NOT JOIN FORMAL OPPOSITION 
AND MAY SEEK A NO-CONTEST PACT WITH THE SLFP IN ELECTIONS. 

NEVERTHELESS COMMUNISTS WILL WITHDRAW THEIR MINISTER AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER FROM THE CABINET AND WILL NOT SUPPORT THE 
GOVERNMENT IN THE CURRENTLY PROROGUED ASSEMBLY. EVEN WITH THE EARLIER 
FIVE DEFECTIONS AND HE LOSS OF THESIX CP M.P.'S THE SLFP 

WOULD HAVE A MAJORITY OF 87 IN AN ASSEMBLY OF 157. 
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3. COMMENT. THE CP, SEEKING THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS, 
COVETS THE IDEOLOGICAL INDEPENDENCE OF BEING OUT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT, BUT WOULDN'T MIND SLFP SUPPORT IN THE 
ELECTIONS. WHETHER THE PM WOULD AGREE TO AN ELECTORAL 
PACT IN QUESTIONABLE. IF IT WOULD KEEP THE CP OUT OF THE 
SOCIALIST UNITED FRONT, IT MIGHT BE WORTH IT TO HER. 
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